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By-Product haulage guidelines Y 4

1. Overview

This guideline has been developed to provide a clear framework for the safe, legal, and responsible
transport of forest by-products. It is designed to aid compliance with key regulatory requirements such as
the Heavy Vehicle National Law (HVNL) and Chain of Responsibility obligations, while addressing
occupational health and safety (OHS) standards.

The guideline also aims to minimise environmental impacts, reduce community disruptions, and maintain
operational consistency across haulage activities. By setting out expectations for standards, driver
responsibilities, operating hours, and emergency procedures, it supports risk management and promotes
best practice in haulage operations.

2. Purpose

To ensure all haulage activities are conducted safely, legally, and with minimal environmental and
community impact.

3. Scope

Applies to all haulage operations associated with forest by-product by buyers.

4. Legal & regulatory compliance

Operations are designed to maintain Chain of Responsibility (CoR) obligations for all parties and to
comply with:

e Heavy Vehicle National Law (HVNL) for mass, dimension, fatigue, and load restraint.
e Log Haulage Industry Code of Practice.

e Vehicle configurations not subject to HVNL or not considered in the Log Haulage Industry Code
of Practice used to transport By-Product must comply with DEECA Load Restraint and Transport
Guidelines.

e Local council and VicRoads curfew requirements where applicable.
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5. Operating hours for haulage in State forest
o Standard Haulage Hours*:
o Monday-Saturday: 6:00 am — 6:00 pm

o No haulage on Sundays or public holidays unless approved.
e Night Operations:

o Only permitted under exceptional circumstances as agreed upon by DEECA and in
compliance with fatigue management obligations.

*Subject to conditions and operator availability

6. Environmental & community considerations

e Avoid haulage during wet weather on unsealed roads to prevent road damage and sediment
runoff.

e Minimise noise impacts by adhering to operating hours and using approved routes.

o Ensure haulage routes avoid sensitive areas (schools, residential streets) where possible.

7. Safety requirements
All vehicles must:
o Be roadworthy and inspected regularly.

o« Comply with Log Haulage Industry Code of Practice or, (where not applicable), comply with
DEECA Load Restraint and Transport Guidelines (RTG’s) (see appendices 1-3).

Drivers must:
e Hold appropriate licenses.

e Maintain regular communication with all relevant parties (e.g. Operations personnel, haulage
contractors, site supervisors).

o Confirm and adhere to pre-arranged schedules for loading and departure from loading sites.

o Notify promptly if delays or changes occur to avoid operational disruptions.
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8. Documentation & records
The following records must be maintained by drivers:
e Vehicle inspections.
o Driver work/rest hours.
e Load restraint checks.
e Incident reports.

A docket must be completed for every load of by-product removed

9. Emergency procedures when hauling in State forest
In an emergency, always contact emergency services.
Reasonable attempts must be made by relevant parties to notify:
o Site supervisor
o Nominated DEECA contact
o Other parties scheduled to collect by-product

Any contingency routes outlined in the Operations Plan or otherwise provided by DEECA must also be
utilised.

10. Compliance
e Vehicles or individuals which do not meet the Haulage Guidelines are unable to be loaded with
by-product.
e Non-compliance with the Haulage Guidelines may result in the suspension of a truck or individual
from being able to transport by-product.
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11. Appendix 1: Light truck and tippers restraint and transport guideline

Fanncentnrroria Light Truck (Fixed or removable sides)

and Tippers Restraint and Transport
Guideline

Guideline:

This document provides guidance on minimising franspor risk of forestry products for operations
using light frucks with fixed or removatde sides [camying up to 8 tonne loads) in either round log form
or as processed wood.

Transport of logs and other forest products [dependant on vehicle type) is also subject to the
requirements of:
« Heavy Vehicle National Law Act 2018,

= Forestry Log Haulage Code of Practice March 2020. (Unprocessed fimber and standard
Haulage log trailers)

« Victorian Road Management Act 2004,

Load Restraint Equipment:
S50mm or 75mm wekbbing, conforming to AS/NIS4380,

Brmrn rinimum fransport chains, tensioned with lood binders,
conforming to AS/NIS4344,

Ausbinders, furniuckle ratchet, web-deg binders or similar are a
suitable alternative to dogs provided a minimum pre-tension of 750kg
can be achieved.

N

Cargo nets must be rated for the lood weight, when used to restrain
the load

Equipment must be in good working order.

Inspect the lashings for wear on a 12 monthly basis, x x
Welbhbing straps worn more than 10% of their width should 8 U

LIWNIN

be discarded.

]

Chains with excessively damaged, worn or bends links must not be
used.
Chain Wear

(]

Over center level binders (dogs) are a high risk and are net to be

used. / 1 r /
E%ﬂ:l[ﬁ]l:iﬁ@

E E

More than 10% Stretched webking Standard Ratchet
wear (push up)
F J ')
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ﬂ%ﬁﬁ:ﬂiﬁrvﬂu Light Truck (Fixed or removable sides)
and Tippers Restraint and Transport
Guideline

Load Configuration:
Vehicle sides, headboard and tail gate:

Vehicle must have engineered sides, fal gaote and headboard {whether fixed or removakble)
designed for the weight of the load.

@ Do net load without o tail gate. The tailgate is required 1o contain rearwards movements and
provide structural reinforcement fo the sides.

Ensure tailgate is secure and clips are secured.
Headboards should exiend fo the height of the lead such that it protects the cabin,

Heodboards and fail gates should not contain gaps larger than the fransported material {logs
or processed wood).

@ Pipe gates must not be used as headboards, side gates or tail boards as they lock sufficient
strength.

%

Fixed side walls must be

engineered to meet the

performance standards
of the HVML 2018

Engineered Fipe Gates
Headooord

[ ] -
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ManAcerenTeroria  Light Truck (Fixed or removable sides)

and Tippers Restraint and Transport
Guideline

Positioning of load:
E] Do not fill above side wall height or rear gate (whichever is the smallest),

Cargo nets or covers must be used where lashings do not prevent al chjects from sliding,
reling or bouncing over the sides.

Recommendead minimum gap from fop of side wall down o top of load i 300mm if a cargo
cover is not used.

Do not overlood axles when loading Iogs but ensure it is cdequately balanced
mir. 300mm
gap without

Do not averfll as lood Fill ir tray is below side
x cover will not stop walls helight and is
sideways movement coveraed by lood cover

Lead Movement:

The maximurm gop between the load (logs or processed
wood) and the side walls or headboard/tail gate is
300mm.

When otherwise secured, the gap between the side walls,
headbeoard or rear gate should be blocked to prevent
movement [e.g. use off-cuts, chocks or pins|.

Load Restraint:

Cargo nets or covers must be used where lashings do not prevent dl cbjects from sliding,
rolling or bouncing out of the tray.

Ensure load covers are used with fie downs straps along the edges to minimise gaps and stop
logs bouncing out.
c:crn:rss the trailer

Mexirmum
. I

I:- Minimise -:I

" §E ®W

Thix decument i= prowided for gudance onfy. Engistic: has deseloped this guiceline to comply with the relevars standacds and legidation, howewer it remains the reponsbiity j

Dlstrlbu’re logs

o thi user 10 ergure that tha meshods ustd e J0egu e 107 3 partioul ar souxtion. Additonal PequiremEnts rapbe: ReCeIsany Under Some Condtions. EnglsTics makes rd wamanty a5 i the we of tis
guididies In all cireumatances, The information contained in thb guidd iee s confdensial 1o amd mimaing the property of DEECA and Ergistis.

Ay changei to thi guidelne muit be appraved by Englitis ) -
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12. Appendix 2: Utility vehicles and trailers restraint and transport guideline

FOREST FIRE
”“"““E”‘"’V"m Utility Vehicles and Trailers
Restraint and Transport Guideline

Guideline:

Ihis document provides guidance on minimising fransport risk of forasfry products
for operations using utility vehicles and trailers (fransporting loads up to 1.5 fonnes
respectively).

Transport of logs and olher forest products (dependant on
vehicle type) is alsa subject to the requirements of:

* Victorian Road Management Act 2004,
« Manufacturing guidelines for the vehicle/ftrailer

Load Restraint Equipment:

S50mm or 75mm webbing, conforming fo AS/NIS4380,

8mm minimum fransport chains, fensioned with load binders, conforming fo AS/
MNZS4344,

Ausbinders, furnbuckle rafchet, web-dog binders or similar are a suitable alternative to
dogs provided a minimum pre-tension of 750kg can be achieved.

Cargo nets must be rated to a minimum 150 kg capacity.

Equiprment must be in good working order.

Inspect the lashings for wear on a 12 monthly basis.

Webbing sfraps worn more than 10% of their width should be discarded.
Chains with excessively damaged, worn or bent links must not be used.

Over center level binders (dogs) are a high risk and are not to be used.

v

X x¥Xx?

I==1
11 : —
[ el a1 @ []
More than 10% Stretched webbing Standard Ratchet .
wear {push up] Chain Wear
[ J ')
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Lﬁﬁﬁsﬂ%ﬁwom Utility Vehicles and Trailers
Restraint and Transport Guideline

Load Configuration:
Utility vehicle sides, headboard and tail gate:
Load must be contained on all sides [hinged or unhinged side walls and tail gate).

Taller loads require a headboard fo protect the cabin when higher than the cabin
window.

|Z| Hinge side walls are suitable for smaller loads (less than 500kg). Hinged sides must be
reinforced with at least 2 lashings.

For heavier loads on utility vehicles (loads between 500kg and 1.5 tonne), fixed or
removable sides must be engineerad to contain the load.

|Z| Headboards and tail gates should not contain gaps larger than the tfransported
material {logs or processed wood).

[/] Ensure tail gate and sides are properly secure.

[ net applying a cover,
ensure there is a gap of min

300mm between load and H—""""--u..._i

lop of gate

Trailers:

Loads must comply with the manufacturers specifications.

Trailer brakes (hydraulic or eleclric) mus! be functioning and mus! nol be locked-out.
Tail gate/front gate must be secured to meet the applied loads.

Trailers with hinged sides are suitable only for smaller leads (less than 500kg) and must
be reinforced with a least 2 lashings unless otherwise specified by the manufacturer.

Trailer mass/ load must take into consideration the capacity of the towing vehicle.
Example:

Approximately 500 kg Larger Towing Capacity

Small Towing Capacity

@ Small cars rmay nol have 0.751 towing capacity, [Check vehicle hundbﬁg,

Vstics
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mﬂﬂ.‘éﬁvm Utility Vehicles and Trailers
Restraint and Transport Guideline

Positioning of load:
Do not fill above the lowest side of the vehicle or frailer (including front and rear walls).

Cargo netfs or covers must be used wheare lashings do not prevent all objects from
sliding. roling or bouncing over the sides.

Recommended minimum gap from top of side wall down to top of load is 300mm
without a cargo cover,

The maximum gap befween the load (logs or processed wood) and the side walls or
headboard/tail gate of the vehicle or trailer is 300mm.

Maximum pay-
load for strap
reinfarced

hinged side

min. 300mm
without cover g

/300 mm in all directions

The gap between the side walls, headboard or rear gate should be blocked fo
prevent movement (e.g. use off-cuts, chocks or pins).

- 'l
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:,wg,::g:%,, " Utility Vehicles and Trailers
Restraint and Transport Guideline

Load Restraint:

Block loads using Headboards, Side gates, Tailgates or ofher product.
Carge nets must be rated fo a minimum 150 kg capacity,

Cargo nets or covers must be used where lashings do not prevent all ebjects from
sliding. rolling or bouncing out of the tray.

Use af least two (2] webbing straps to reinforce hinged side gates.
Maximum payload for strap reinforced hinged side gates is 500kg.

min. 300mm
without cover

If using fixed sides for / Cargo net must be
containrment, a maximum rated to a minimum of
1500kg poylood capacity can 150kg caopacity
be achieved when vertical
posts are o minirmum of
&5x35x2 5 BRHS 357" 5

hMaximum
300 mm

Minimise Minirmise Distribute logs
gaps aaps acrass the trailer

[Thk aocument i peovided for quidance oaly, Englstics Fas deselozed this guideline to comp'y with the refevant siandands and legidation. Poweser it remains the responsbiity ]

of the wier toensuse that the methods undmidﬂumhamrﬁmhmmmn Add ol requinerTents mine nedessary under ioime corditions. Engitics makes no walranty o e use of this
dakin in all The Lainviec in this guidal Hidd | &5 andd remilo the progerty of BGEECAand Enghises.

Ay change to tele gurdeline st b appecrsed by Dngictics,
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13. Appendix 3: Light truck (flat bed) log recovery restraint and transport guideline

FOREST FIRE

mnmnlnwom Light truck (Flat bed) Log Recovery g F =

Restraint and Transport Guideline —©—

Guideline:
This document provides guidance on minimising transport risk of forestry products (unprocessed) for
operations using fant flatbed trucks [carmying up to 8 tonne loads).

Transport of logs and other forest products [dependant on vehicle fype) is also subject to the
requirements of:

* Heavy Vehicle National Law Act 2018,

* Forestry Log Hauloge Code of Practice March 2020, {Unprocessed timber and for loads above
8 tonnes

= Victorian Rood Management Act 2004,

Load Restraint Equipment:
50mm or 75mm welsbing, conforming fo AS/NIS4380.

Bmm minimum transport chains, tensioned with lood binders, conforming to AS/NIS4344,

NE

Ausbinders, turnbuckle ralchet, web-dog binders or similar are a suitable alternative to dogs
provided a minimum pre-tension of 750kg can be achigved,

Equipment must be in good working order,

Inspect the lashings for wear on a 12 monthly basis,

Webbing straps worn more than 10% of their width should be discarded.,
Chains with excessively damaaged, worn or bent links must not be used.,

Over center level binders (dogs) are o high sk and are not to be used.

/ v e
ke \ L XBXE

Chain Wear

LIN IS

X
Qesc—
 ——

X
i

More than 10% Stretched webbing Standard Ratched
Wer (push up)
[ J )
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Light truck (Flat bed) Log Recovery
Restraint and Transport Guideline

Blocking

Block looas using Engineered Headboards or ofher suitable surfoce that will acceptin
transit forces.

Ensure load dees not extended over the height of the headboard.

A lood is considerad fo be blocked if the majority of the logs are a maximum 300mm away
from the blocking surface.

[X] Pipe gates must not be used as headboards.,
Tailboards may be used but are not a requirement for restraining log loads up fo B

Max 300mm T,

% X

Engineered Pipe Gates
Headboard

Max 300mm gap to blocking surface
for blocked loads

& '
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Light truck (Flat bed) Log Recovery
Restraint and Transport Guideline

Load Configuration:

Ensure all logs extend af least 300mm past stanchions.

300mm J00mm

less than 300mm—-
x or maore or more J

Minimising Movement:

Loading logs on stanchions.
Retention of bark on logs,
Transport logs when dry.

Use of tailboards/back gates.

v

i e R

Logs on bolsters Logs an tray

Ensure logs/oranches do not
extend cutside width of fruck body

Crowning Loads:
Ensure logs are in o crowning pasition.
IZ] Do not load logs greater than half a log width aoove the tfop of the stanchions.

X

o

Ensure logs are in a Logs are not
crowning position crowned Eﬂgf:s »
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Light truck (Flat bed) Log Recovery
Restraint and Transport Guideline

Mixed Length Loads:
Short logs not contained by stanchions should be minimised.

Place short logs in the cenlre of the load.

Short logs must net be
positiened towards the
outside of the stack

Position short logs centrally in the stack of logs.

Sideways Loads:

Ensure the loads are contained within side gates or secured as per requirements used for
lengthways loads.

x Ensure transverse logs are / Block logs from
contained within side gates sideways movement
Rear Overhang:

Rigid fruck width to not exceed 2.5m.

Rigid truck length to not exceed 12.5m.

Rigid truck height to not exceed 4.3m.

Maximum allowable rear overhang is whichever of
the smallest of:
¢« 1.2m from the end of the tray.
OR
« 3.6m from the centre of the rear axle group.
OR

*  60% of the wheelbase from the centre of the
rear axle group.

For overhangs net easily visible, a bright coloured

flat (red, yellow or combinaticn) is required. E”gisﬂ;c‘i
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Light truck (Flat bed) Log Recovery
Restraint and Transport Guideline

Truck and Trailer Combinalions Greater than 8t GCM:

For all activities using a float type frailer and/or heavy trucks, refer to the log haulage code of
practice administered by AFCA.

Refer to code of practice
for effectively restraining
logs on heavier vehicles,

Stanchions requirements:
Stanchion with

Stanchions/Fins must e in good working order, reinforeing plates
; ; taimprave bendin
Minimum requirements can be found below. streagth of stan- ?
chions

If minimum reguirement canncet be met, Apcly support eams at
baose of stanchion

Two (2) stanchions tor loads 2-8 tonnes:
@ Stanchions up to 8t must have a thickness of at least émm.

If stanchion is smaller than 125x125xémm, apply two (2] steel plates on either side of stanchion
to reinforce {minimum 400mm H x 8mm thick).

100

Reinfarcing plates {red): Minimum
400mm H and 8mm thick. The plafes
should run through the fruck deck fo

minimise bending of stanchion

g

Two (2) stanchions for loads up te 2 tonne:
Leads up to 2t must have stanchions with a

50 45 45

thickness of af least 2.5mm and apply fwo
(2] steel plates on either side of stanchion o / /
reinforce [minimum 400mm H x émm thick)
min N min
400 h 400
6 = & T

Reinfarcing plates red): Minimum
400mm H and émm thick. The plates
should run through the fruck deck fo

minimise bending of stanchion

& '
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Light truck (Flat bed) Log Recovery
Restraint and Transport Guideline

Load Restraint:

rinimum of 2 stanchions per group of logs on each side of the vehicle.

Ensure stanchions are suitable fo restrain the bay mass - typical stanchion secfion sizes
are provided on page 4.

Ensure logs are
within stanchions for
sideways restraint

Minimum 2 Stanchions per side:

Log mass up to 2t Log mass 2t - 5t Log mass 5t - Bt

‘/ 2 webbing straps / 3 webkbing straps or 4 welbbing straps or
or chains Blocked chains Blocked chains Blocked
3 Sstanchions per side:

Log mass up to 2t Log mass 2t - 5t Log mass 5t - 8t

/ 2 weblbing straps / 3 webbing straps or / 4 webbing straps or

or chains Blocked chains Blockea chains Blocked

This decumentis provided far guidance only, Enghitics has develicped thiu guideline bo comply with the relevant standards and egilation, homeser 8 nemaica the respamibility

of oree aer toansyne that the mathods ured ane sdequats for 3 particular ituation. Sddsionsl regulErants maybe necessty under iomes condRions, Engistics maks: no wartanty g oo the use of this
guideine inal circumstances. The information contained in this guideine & confidential to and remaieg the property of DEECA and Englatics.

Asy changes 10 this guideliees must be spproved by Esglose.
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