
   

 

 

 

By-Product haulage guidelines 

OFFICIAL 

1. Overview 

This guideline has been developed to provide a clear framework for the safe, legal, and responsible 

transport of forest by-products. It is designed to aid compliance with key regulatory requirements such as 

the Heavy Vehicle National Law (HVNL) and Chain of Responsibility obligations, while addressing 

occupational health and safety (OHS) standards.  

The guideline also aims to minimise environmental impacts, reduce community disruptions, and maintain 

operational consistency across haulage activities. By setting out expectations for standards, driver 

responsibilities, operating hours, and emergency procedures, it supports risk management and promotes 

best practice in haulage operations. 

 

2. Purpose 

To ensure all haulage activities are conducted safely, legally, and with minimal environmental and 

community impact. 

 

3. Scope 

Applies to all haulage operations associated with forest by-product by buyers. 

 

4. Legal & regulatory compliance 

Operations are designed to maintain Chain of Responsibility (CoR) obligations for all parties and to 

comply with:  

• Heavy Vehicle National Law (HVNL) for mass, dimension, fatigue, and load restraint. 

• Log Haulage Industry Code of Practice. 

• Vehicle configurations not subject to HVNL or not considered in the Log Haulage Industry Code 

of Practice used to transport By-Product must comply with DEECA Load Restraint and Transport 

Guidelines.  

• Local council and VicRoads curfew requirements where applicable. 

 

  



  

 

5. Operating hours for haulage in State forest 

• Standard Haulage Hours*:  

o Monday–Saturday: 6:00 am – 6:00 pm 

o No haulage on Sundays or public holidays unless approved. 

• Night Operations:  

o Only permitted under exceptional circumstances as agreed upon by DEECA and in 

compliance with fatigue management obligations. 

*Subject to conditions and operator availability 

 

6. Environmental & community considerations 

• Avoid haulage during wet weather on unsealed roads to prevent road damage and sediment 

runoff. 

• Minimise noise impacts by adhering to operating hours and using approved routes. 

• Ensure haulage routes avoid sensitive areas (schools, residential streets) where possible. 

 

7. Safety requirements 

All vehicles must:  

• Be roadworthy and inspected regularly. 

• Comply with Log Haulage Industry Code of Practice or, (where not applicable), comply with 

DEECA Load Restraint and Transport Guidelines (RTG’s) (see appendices 1-3). 

Drivers must:  

• Hold appropriate licenses. 

• Maintain regular communication with all relevant parties (e.g. Operations personnel, haulage 

contractors, site supervisors).  

• Confirm and adhere to pre-arranged schedules for loading and departure from loading sites. 

• Notify promptly if delays or changes occur to avoid operational disruptions. 

 

  



  

 

8. Documentation & records 

The following records must be maintained by drivers: 

• Vehicle inspections. 

• Driver work/rest hours. 

• Load restraint checks. 

• Incident reports. 

A docket must be completed for every load of by-product removed 

 

9. Emergency procedures when hauling in State forest 

In an emergency, always contact emergency services. 

Reasonable attempts must be made by relevant parties to notify:  

o Site supervisor 

o Nominated DEECA contact 

o Other parties scheduled to collect by-product 

Any contingency routes outlined in the Operations Plan or otherwise provided by DEECA must also be 

utilised. 

 

10. Compliance 

• Vehicles or individuals which do not meet the Haulage Guidelines are unable to be loaded with 

by-product. 

• Non-compliance with the Haulage Guidelines may result in the suspension of a truck or individual 

from being able to transport by-product. 

 

  



  

 

11. Appendix 1: Light truck and tippers restraint and transport guideline 

  



  

 

 



  

 

 



  

 

12. Appendix 2: Utility vehicles and trailers restraint and transport guideline 

 



  

 

 



  

 

 



  

 

 



  

 

13. Appendix 3: Light truck (flat bed) log recovery restraint and transport guideline 

 



  

 

 



  

 

 



  

 

 



  

 

 



  

 

 


